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Healthy Kids, Healthy Maryland 
Our families are exposed to toxic chemicals found in 
products and our communities that are linked to 
cancer, asthma, learning disabilities, reproductive 
problems and other chronic diseases. We should 
replace dangerous chemicals with safer alternatives 
and give consumers the right to know what is in the 
products they buy. 
 
Restrict Toxic Flame Retardants (HB206) 
Delegate Angel 
Expands existing law by restricting three toxic flame 
retardant chemicals from children’s products and 
furniture.  
 
Testing for Lead in Schools’ Drinking Water 
(HB270) 
Delegate Lafferty 
Enacts testing for lead in school water and calls for 
shut-off and remediation if lead is present. Across the 
country, thousands of tests are showing lead in the 
drinking water at schools, pre-schools, and child care 
centers.  

  

The Maryland Public Interest Research Group 
(Maryland PIRG) is an advocate for the public 
interest.  When consumers are cheated or the 
voices of ordinary citizens are drowned out by 
special interest lobbyists, Maryland PIRG speaks 
up and takes action. We uncover threats to public 
health and well-being and fight to end them, using 
the time-tested tools of investigative research, 
media exposés, grassroots organizing, advocacy 
and litigation. Maryland PIRG’s mission is to 
deliver persistent, result-oriented public interest 
activism that protects consumers, encourages a 
fair, sustainable economy, and fosters responsive, 
democratic government. 

 

The Keep Antibiotics Effective Act 
(SB442/HB602) 
Senator Pinsky, Senator Nathan-Pulliam 
Delegate Robinson, and Delegate Lam 

Antibiotic overuse is causing our most life-
saving medicines to become less effective. 
This bill curbs the overuse of antibiotics on 
farms. 

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention estimates that 23,000 Americans 
die every year from antibiotic-resistant 
bacteria, and warns that “much of the 
antibiotic use in animals is unnecessary and 
inappropriate and makes everyone less safe.” 

In the U.S. nearly 70% of antibiotics important 
to human medicine are sold for use on 
animals. They are often fed in routine, low 
doses to animals that aren't sick to prevent 
diseases that can be caused by poor diets 
and stressful, cramped or unsanitary living 
conditions.  
 
This routine use of low dose antibiotics on 
industrial farms facilitates the spread of 
antibiotic-resistant bacteria, which can travel 
off of farms and into the community. 
 
The Keep Antibiotics Effective Act 
expands on federal policy to stop the 
routine use of antibiotics of animals that 
are not sick. 
 
 
 

 

PRIORITY BILL 



 

 

 

Emily Scarr, Director 
Andrea Anderson, Campaign Organizer 

Julie Foster, Campus Organizer 
Sara Carter, Student Board Chair 

 
 

 

 (410) 467-9389  
emily@marylandpirg.org 
 
 

 
 

marylandpirg.org │@marylandpirg 

 

Sound Budget & Tax Policy 
Marylanders have the right to know how our money 
is spent, and no company should be able to game 
the tax system to avoid paying what it legitimately 
owes. Unfortunately, multi-state corporations can 
use accounting tricks to avoid paying what they 
owe in in Maryland. 
 
Business Relief and Tax Fairness Act 
(SB357/HB615) 
Senator Pinsky and Delegate Healey 
Stops companies from shifting profits made in 
Maryland onto the books of other state subsidiaries 
to avoid paying Maryland taxes. Reforming the 
system would help local businesses compete, and 
make sure big multi-state firms pay their share 
 

Consumer Protection 
Free Security Freezes for Victims of Data 
Breaches (SB207/HB212) 
Senator Lee and Delegate Waldstreicher 
Provides free security freezes to security breach 
victims and requires a breached entity to inform 
consumers about the right to a free security freeze. 
 
Prohibiting Price Gouging of Prescription Drugs 
(SB415/HB631) 
by request Office of the Attorney General 
Authorizes the Office of the Maryland Attorney 
General to take legal action to prevent price 
gouging by major drug corporations. 
 
Prescription Drug Affordability Initiative 
(SB437/HB666) 
Senator Conway and Delegate Bromwell 
Requires drug companies to disclose the basis for 
the prices of their prescription drugs, including a 
breakdown of how much is spent on production, 
research, marketing and profits. Requires major 
drug companies to provide notice to the public 
when they plan on a major increase in price. 
 
Prohibiting Scanning Identification Cards and 
Driver's Licenses (SB470) 
Senator Kagan 
Protects consumers’ private data by prohibiting 
scanning and retaining information from a driver’s 
license or ID scan. 
 
 
 
 

Reclaiming our Democracy 
A functioning democracy depends on the 
participation of its citizens, and all eligible citizens 
should be able to register and vote.  Every citizen, 
regardless of wealth, should have equal opportunity 
to influence the actions of our government.  
 
Prohibiting Corporate Contributions (HB376) 
Delegate Moon 
Prohibits business entities from directly making 
contributions to campaign finance entities. 
 
Election Day Registration (SB423/HB345) 
Senator Pinsky and Delegate Reznik 
Enables eligible voters to register to vote, fix 
problems with their registration, and vote on 
Election Day. 
 

21st Century Transportation 
Our transportation system produces more than 
30% of the country's carbon emissions. It's time to 
build a transportation system that improves air 
quality, reduces carbon pollution, and empowers 
Marylanders to travel by rail, bus, bike, foot, and 
electric vehicles.  
 
OPPOSE: Repeal of Maryland Open 
Transportation Investment Decision Act of 2016 
(SB307/HB402) 
This 2016 law creates an open, transparent 
process for choosing the transportation projects to 
be funded with State dollars. We deserve to know 
why our tax dollars are spent on particular 
transportation projects and these decisions should 
be driven by clear goals that insure we get a return 
on our investment. The Governor has asked the 
Legislature to repeal this law. 
 
Volkswagen Settlement Fund (HB442) 
Delegate Robinson 
Establishes the Volkswagen Settlement Fund for 
money received by the state of Maryland from the 
VW settlement and providing 15% of the fund’s 
revenue be used for electric vehicle infrastructure. 
 
Farebox Recovery, Goals, and Performance 
Indicators (SB484/HB271) 
Senator Madeleno and Delegate Lierman 
Repeals a mandate that the Maryland Transit 
Authority must cover 35% of operating costs from 
fares.

 


